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::DI1'()Rl iIL 

Aft er an abs enc e of' s ev er al i ss ues we are 
a gai n p leased t o b e able t o p ublish t h e "hj.r crD..1' t 
News" and thereby coutilm e t o keep eve y body 
a dvis ed of the lat es t rl.uot er develo.fJl:lents . 

Vie rer;ret the delay since our l as t i ss ue , 
b ut we shall nOVi be aistributin8 t he "1';ews" a t 
l 'egular mont hly per iods a gain , unaer the 
airect i on uf a new Editor. 

This .p <....rticular iss ue has been .prepared in 
c1uplicate a. t yp mvri tten s t yle , wi ~hout photogra,lJhic 
f ea t ures , in order to avoid delay i n its 
prelja l'ation ana cir culati on . Subsequent issues 
li l l , of' cO:.lr'se , be l?rint ed in the nurlilal s t yle . 

'.L'he :2ditoI' would like to rep eat a request 
\'Ihich has been mentioned contin:.lal y in the past. 
Ii' y ou have anything ','ihich you f eel may be of 
interest to other reaaers - ana ~hey are allover 
the Viorld - please do not hesitate ~o let :.lS know 
im:'leJiately. }'lying Clull neViS, where and how 
Austers arc operatil ;'8, special feats by ..U:.:>Ler 
pilots, general overseas !:.arL:eting conditions 
these are but a f'eYi o f the :nany tU1Jics 'Nhich 
have a 'fiue intcr'c~t, awl 'Ii-ill aI-.fays be 
grat cf:.1l1y .ceceiveu. 1'lwtu,:.;ralJhs of p er sonnel, 
estaulishm:nt s awl o:..u' airc:caft in typical over-
seas settings will also be m08t,/clcol:1c. 
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'i.'he Society of BriUsh Aircraft Co ns tr uct ors 
will be holdine their tenth J~Ilnual i:xhibi tion 
aOO t'ly ing Di splay at }'artiborough, Hampshir e , 
on September 6th to 11th i nclusive. The f irst 
day is al ocated to technicians of the I n :lstry J 

the next three day s are by invitation only , and 
the final t,yO days are f or the ge ner al p ublic . 

Vie shall of course be havi ng a 3tanu at 
}'arnboroul1h , and ev~n"ybody i s most welcor:le t o 
visit us ~ St and IS I ) t o obtain f'irst-he.nd 
information regarding all current airc;raf't~ 

available modifications and equi.f:ii"eni;, and 
fut ure prolJOsals. In the G"lll"3ral Display we 
shall be epres~ \lt ed by a ;n,l.ll. t;, ry 1.Jt 7 trainer 
(Whl h. can. be alternatively Llsed f OL i1..0~J:' . 
duties) ) and a 4-seater $or:;rat fi t~d y,ith 
cro ss~Vlind l ru::uiing wheeliSi. 

l ' ..dditionally , vre shall probauly be showine 
a new Util ity 4- seat er aircraft , and an Avis 
dko 2, which is an Ambulance version of the Lk. l 
but can be adapted to a 4-seater or a light 
freighter" 

http:f'irst-he.nd


- . .~. 

,:"C~a...') till~ all 3-seder '~.PE~ as 4-~s~~ 

.~ rllullification, lioo 178u , has no\'{ ~een a:"I'~'0\1ed 
wilere'bJ' l~ i. G ;;)0 S :; "'le t o l' i"" a ,:;o Lt'ble eat~ seat 
i n";o the J . l ...ul. Gl'u:~, a~st. el· J anu. J . :J, f.l..wl so 
r:onver't 1;h ,.,;so ai L ':!"Cal ' t i nto L;-,:;eaf; vers i OilS '.i..'i:1is 
hlakos -hem ideiJ.ily s~i ·. a'ole 1'0 ":' i' ;];,uly travel, anu. 
~ ,here ~~ 10 dii'i el.'ence in their gencl:'al pell'O.L'I.ULur,e 

sin,~e. the totu.l ' iei.:;;ht a:.ltilOri~'eQ. 11,a5 not lJeen 
l.n,",pca.'3 e o.. lihen all ~ cai.. s U~'C occ..lpic ' the 
airoraf t have tu be corl1 in-'!d t o the normal 1'lyint:; 
cu.t egor y I b !lt f or solo or u',lu.l flyin~ the airCl'Dit 
c an be classified in the se:lli~aerobatic categor y 
orovi de u a sCi.li-ael'ouutic SCiJ.t is installed 
~see b elow). 

The embodiment of this modii'icat ion ;neans 
that the aircraft con cerneCi. viili be allocated an. 
alnencled type nomenclat u.re and become J . 1A n .. utoc:cat t 
Auster •. ;k. j r\, or J .) (4- sea t j . 

Rcdesi,sncd f ront seat s fo r all j - seateX' :.uste rs 

'",-'his ....:odii·icat ion, l iu . 1 7 79 . has b e<;:u 
intI'()u. ~~cecl to increase the knee :COvIll and. gener al 
comi'o.:ct i'u ~· the tViO rear' p4ss e nger s in the 4-seater 
converteu o.i:ccrD.i't all"eady ocnti.oned) 'I'd t ho~t 
alTectill£ the from. l,-iussel1:-ers I coru1'or +. 1t is a 
ctlal..ge wbich you lilUY not ueera neces~ary where the 
IJassen8ers !:u:e your ,::hJ~d.ren or i:l.uults (If average 
size. but :nieh1~ b e useful l y co nsidereu wher~ 
somewhat taller j?eople :.lU.Y be carr-ieu. fl.'urn tilne to 
time. 
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HOYieVer , our SeL'vice Dept ., will always b e 
glad t o give you any as s istance in arriving at 
a deci sion in this corllle ction . 

Semi- acrobatic pilot I s seat 

I n order tha- Aus t ers J . l aru1 J " lA 1. uto cr at , 
J 2 h.rl·OVf, S -:cies J , 4- , ..:>eries J ,5 , J ,5 (4--se':::lte:c) 
anel Civil l • ..k., C,).11 qui:.Lli 'y 'or the Seilll.-
aerobatic categor' of :a iti< h Civil _.arwor -hiness 
l{equi rl:-.leu"ts, vie h u.ve now int u(i :J.ced s treIlf,l;heneel 
front seu"s which bave l?rovis~on f ur ~:.l ton t ype 
s ouluer harness_ The rear sea ts If -I-he 
Auster 3 and 4-sea ters are not ada;.; teu. f or hese 
eoneli t 1.o ns, an i f aeruba:t;ics are i ntendeCi they 
lll:..lst not be OC(;UVie u j this is not consiu.er eu. any 
disau.va ll.t a be s i nce it is a l t i c i p at cl that most 
a crobat i c fly i nG will only be cont e,JllJl a ted on 
" 301 so" ~ or wi t h dua l f l y i ng a s i'G ' illstr uc".;ion . 

The redesiLne seat costs £47.10. 0,. ex
'IlGrks , couiplete with all fi tt i ne;s , s afety harness 
a n el up i101 s cery. 

Crop dusting and s .vra.ying e qui pmen t 

The uster is now the firs t Bi.~itis h f i xed
wing a ircraft to e :.lbody e quiJ? rne nt 101.' aer ial 
dusting sui t able fo t 'eatin g cr op s and. fruit 
trees with ferti liser or i ns ectic i d e . The J . l 
A:.l ocrat a.tlLi ;jerit:s J ) can 0 (;) so e\iuil! ed, and. 
trials have estaLlis hed t he s uc cess of t he s e 
versions . 450 I bs. (:WO Kg.) 01' .!:lowder can b e 
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released from a h01J1Jer in the rear of the cabin 
and sl-'read over a wide area throueh a venturi 
havinE; a sliding gate to contrul tile flow of 
fiowder. Gnly one control lever is neces:..;ary to 
actuate the systcm. 

A ereat advantage of thc ~\.clster over a 
helicopter is in its cost to the operator or 
farmer. Helicopter operatiunal costs are in the 
reeion of £10 and .w..2 an ho'-U', but the .h.uster can 
do its job for apl-'roximatcly .t:) an hour . No 
sllecial flying technique is required, since the 
aircraft behaves quite normally, and it is only 
necessary tu exercise care when flying loY{ in 
bwnpy air with the hopper full J that is, when the 
c. G" of the aircraft is near the an limit .. 

Further details, with photographs, will be 
included in the ncxt issue of the -Hews." The 
price of a d~ting installation is £125 when 
fitted at our i/urks. . 

Trials are now being carried out on a spra;;;
ing installation on these aircr·aft. Sllraying 
an<l <lusting equipment v,rill ultimately be inter
changeable on ~ustersJ so that anyone aircraft 
can uo both jobs or fly as .3 or 4- seaters • • •• 
but mor'e about this when CClrrent trials are 
salisi actorily completed . 

Exhaust silencers for ....uster l..k. 

It is now possible to fit twin ventLU'i~typ e 
eYllaust silencers to the ALJ.ster 5 series with 



Lyccming 0-290-) engines. Comlllldnts abcut t he 
nO.lse in the cabin have l ed to an inves tigat i on 
into t he matter. Most uf' noise i ::3 !Jrouuced by 
the " high- revving" propell er and the~~efore 
-.' nnot b e silenced, but the v nt uris successfully 
eliminate the exhaust noise and it i s oss iblfJ 
-to c rry out nor mal sp e ech a t cruising candi t ions 
of 2~00 r.p.ln. The noise begins to i n crease a 
bit t 2.300 r . p . m. a nd is fairly considerable a t 
2400 r.p_ m., t :ut not nearly as i . t ense as in 
UlllllOd i fl.ed aircraf't at the lower throttle 
settings. The ven ' uris do not af'f ct leri'orlllance 
in £l...!1y way. 

landing wheels 

Goodyear cross-wind l andiIl8 gear has been 
installed in an Autocrat and widely delaonstrated 
to s how eXD.ctly how vel~satile this aircraft has 
now been maue when on the ground. :rhe e uil):nent 
can be fi tted to all types of AUster. B iei' y 
t he inb "G allation means that the uster call noY,.. be 
1 nded and taken-off in f ar str~n8er cross - winds 
than hitherto ' {i t hout the danger of ground 
looping. 

If yo operat e from a single landing stri p 
just consider ,yhat "this lIleans . You c an dis
regard t he wind d irection almost entir~lY3 lor 
the ih.eels can c aster 25 de g _ each side of centr'e 
anu t he drift angl e CWl exceed t his by at least 
10 deg. On landing, the wrleel s turn ir. the 
direct io n of' the landing roll even thou h t he 
aircraft has drift Everything is f 1y 
a utomatic, needing no presettl.n"' evice or extr 



-om; ols and the res :.G. i.S fool .prooL 

.n.lthou[;h none of' us ikes to s a;! t oo lauch 
about f ox"ced lanuin gs s uch things are of course 
occasionally encountered , and a pilot f y ing an 
".\l~ster with cross- ':ind landing "I'iheels would 
certainly have ver"y litt l e to Horry about " I n 
our next issue we shall bive y ou some of the 
w:citten COIJl;.,ent s ui' i ll1lJartial British exp erts on 
t he sL~1.JLiect uf' the cross-wind lanuint; r:;ear in 
the "~U·cucl'at , anu we can assure uur overs eas 
r ca ers that t hey too wo uld b e ver 'y i llllJre ssed by 
t he; exc:ep t i ollal pe:ci'o r :uanc e 'N i ch has amazed 
witne sses b oth i ll l?ub l i c an i private delllOtlStr8.(;iol1s 
over here . Cn.e llli t;ht: t~lirJc .:It rLcst that 
co, ~t.inual c o s '-wi n.d l andings Vlould IJrov e very 
ex e nsiv e in tyr e rCl'l a ce:aent , but experiments 
have uef.ia i tel y e s tabli shed that ty:ce wear i s as 
[;00 <.;.s , b. llU ;robaLl y even better than , with fixe d 
wheels . 

The unde:c-carriae::e fra, e and 'i;heel a.;de Ileeds 
slight chanecs before the wheels can b e f itted , 
and the cO:illllete rnouification costs .i210 if 
embollicd a t ow.~ liorks ox' ,t.;16j (carriage extra) 
if sUl-l ...)lied as a kit . 'l'he anded safety and 
benefits derivell from the installation are ,.-ell 
worth careful consideration, and. if you would 
l i ke to see a demonstration let us :nm, and we 
s hall be l"/leaseJ to t i ve you ou:c i':.lllest co
o )erat io n. 

i:!i cke ting e quipment 

~'his e uiIJmer.t, COil ist ;i.nL, of .3 screw-in 
pickets cO~:iJlet e .d.1.h l 'e...) , t u: IIV' [...1. . at ,u. S t v'''''"''6e 
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bag, is now available for O'wners who may have 
cause to tie down their aircraft in the open. 
l.'he bag is of a size suitable for carrying in the 
rear of the aircraft, and the equiplilent is strongly 
recom: ended for use with aircraft which may be 
frequently left in gusty conditions. Price of a 
complete set is £5 ex-works . 

Aerial loud speaker installation 

Trials have recently been made at our \/orks 
to establish the suitability of installing 
amplifying equipment into Austers with a view to 
their use for aerial control of crowds, ground 
searchers, forest fire fighters, etc., and of 
course public announcements (where these are not 
prohibited by local regulations). The trials 
to date have been highly satisfactory, and if 
an;y-body is further interested in this subject we 
should be only too pleased to give details. 

General details concern.ing modifications 

In our next issue of the "News" we propose 
g~v~ng a complete list of modifications which 
can be embodied on AUsters. lie feel that lUal1iY 
owners and operators would welcome such a list 
in order to keep aware of all developments, 
The modifications will be identjfi6i by a number, 
and will be supplemented in future issues by 
f urther lists so that you will always be kept 
up-to-date, 

8. 
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.h.US'l'ill{ .cl.lr{C.!.{,,l<"i\ IIi :.).c;HVIC.c; If lSH 'lliL i{OY;,L 
DU'~CH ,,~L( :F'C)l{CB 

In servioe with the l{.~~. }' . during t he Yiar~ 

Ho . 6 n.,lJ , lj,) S quadron 'rlu..3 the first Dut oh 
unit -w f l y J.u:;tE:l' ai cru1' t , and. sinoe then 
J'\, u;:;t crs have lJl'uvided lJa rt 0 1' t he L . ;j.K s 
(j)ut~h .. i.r .e'orce I s) e (;pi,i/;ue !lt ~ 

~t tI le enu. o f -~he '" a L' li o 6 "'; quacu'un was 
ref'orl.lcd t o 6 AHV.. ( l-U'tillel.'Y (..bs erva t ion 
SqW:lLU'OrlJ unci ¥'iuS C () ilst: q~l.e lltly tratls fer reLi t o 
the Du'tch Lust Illl.ii e~. 1'h l::l,[,c, the ..-I.us'c e:c: 1 l I S 

Vlere usu d a llover Juva, o.per atiuL frOll bas es 
anu. ai r s J..;rip s like Anclir , 1.• a [;oewo J lje ruarang J 

:;;)ulati !:,;i.J.. al"cL Soerabaja . The a ircl'ai't oft en 
hal, t ~1e s t [ll'Ooa.J.."Cl. clOvi' rei..ov eo. t o facilit o.te 
t he oLserver! 3 Lls e c f' ha.nd erenaucs a nsi a ;;:) t en 
~un. j,'hi s IJ:cuVeu. extre~"ely useful at t i!!ICS , 
Ln oC!{: occas iu u 1'U1' cY..B.Lple,t un ~1.ust er Vi10t 
all ,::eco nnaissa llce Ci. i scover e u. a sabotage ,l!arty 
Iv catiu[; un e;,qilos i ve charge under a br i ui:;c , and , 
t he observer dislJersecl the g:COllfJ by s ten- gun 
f i c< .U' t er this the Auster kefit gua r d unt i l 
groun f orces a l'l 'iv cd to :Celllov e ",he cb,arge . 

In Holl and a n U:_iuer of ;~ust el.~ Ill ' s and 
V I S are in s ervi ce viit h r.i,'!{.JijVi\ (the 
Co:..:uuni cat ions S quadron) ar~u are :Il.ainly 
engaLed on liai~on alld light allt i-uircrai't 
training dut i e s" 
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.A.t Ke lley r e c ently ~ "l"libht lea rned so:.,ething 
o t he cornpositioD and Vlork of t he h uxi.liary ,,~ir' 
ObS"lrvat.~ .oLl Post l'o rce, cst ab lishi,1ent 01' which 
'Has a.'1.no;.. need earlier t .~is year: 'I'he for.-;e 
'"lompl. :5<:.:5 :t'l.V~ .::q~a.Urons (one to eu~h Gro~p in 
lU':$e1:''(S CuhJ....J8.nd). VIP-i. L althoJgh lla..rt of' the H.. 
AUX:" .H 'I." ru.." £l.t tll"'a .tical Uispos<ll cf the 
~\rrn:.{ al''l.u, Ijoss,;:ss 'J' .~"X>Inmand:i.ng ofl·;' .ers ·and 
pilot. s 

Kenley is the base of r;0. 661 Squu.drOI1 He tl
quarter:3 

J11 
which administers fiv e f l i ght s anu 

a mobile servicing s ection. 

Au o:> er - 's an.d 6 ~ S l eqLlip the ;3quadr n. 
Four of the f l ights - t v/o at Ketlley and t wo at 
Henlo'''; ~ were formed on .ay Ist'i and a fi£tn will 
begin traini~ at Hendon in July , T e S quadro , 
which is now commal lded by Lt Col . Baze l ey, D.S. Oo, 
was origi.nal l y formed in Nov moer, 1943 , firs t 
went into ac t ion in Harth '\ e s t :r:;uro.J:!e : and 
n.umbers among its a chievements some vartlc :.llarly 
a. 'curate spotting work for t he guns , s tationed 

at Dover. which were directed a gainst t hose at 

Calais Sildlarly. all the neW A.O.~. squadrons 

revive the designations of wartime units. 


Each flight is tactically gruuped into £o~ 
mobile and largely self suppoJ.'tin8 sections I which 
onsist of a pilot two 7.A. driver-operators and 

a fitter and rigger (both .L{.b..UX.A.~'.' persorulel) 
sections have their own motor transport , in 'fluch 
S' ores a nd radi o equip; lent are car ied a wl which, 
i n actio n, virtLlally becoL'le a " home" f o r their 
luember s . The sel f-support i ng char~cter of t hese 

10. 
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' ~b- :'Ulits which : ake ul? the sq~aciron3 is dictCJ."t ed 
by operat iol1b.l ne c es s iti es. i n ua.t t l e, a 
f light lll.it;ht well COl11e under c ommand of a squadr on 
H. (~. other than i t s own uue to mov ement of t he 
corl)s 1..0 vrhich it lad li een assi~ned . l'ul e:x:tremely 
close YiUi.' King spD.'i t res~ts fr'om this typ e of 
OlJcra·~ional s t rLlctm'e, and whe n the squadrons are 
f ul.lY established there sho~ld be little dif'ficul ty 
in Illaintainin~ good recruiting. 

Activity at present consists mainly of 
r efrezher t r aining - at Kel,le~·r, 661 3quallnJl 's 
egulal~ L{ • .-\. } ' . adj ut ant , :r'/L. Bcmt ley , i s in cha Be 

of f lying i nstr uct i on - b ut as W1its ge t im, "the i r 
s t'ide, ther e ....·ill be full - dr e s s observat ion 
exercise s , in co- or dination wi t h ariller y r ez;iments 
of t he '.1'errit orial hrmy :t;fi'icien cy of this 
combinat i on is guarant e ed b the fac t t hat pi l0 
are, t'irst allii. 1'0 e ll1os t . s.:. e cialized g l.:."lI1ery ff'ic~rs 

proviued with t he nece.ssary t 'lying qualifi cati ofl by 
R ~~ 1:' . m.ethods 

:h'LYIl iG CLLJ.3S I COIN Mi:"'lQ!:!. 

'Lhe .I'~S oc~ation of B j +;is ll Aero C~l!lbs and 
Cen tres i s to hold " on Gat Lll'clo,y 'c..ptemb r .3rd. 
what i s hoped will be the f i r s t u l' series of 
an nual s um:.ler c onventions . The v e mw i Vi hit e 
y{o..ltham Airf ield, 1.~aidenhe D.<1 . A S the eve nt is 
i ntended mainly t o be W1. pportunity f ol' social 
l1leetint~ 'lnLi disCllssion ot' c urrent affairs betvieen 
club llle:llbers , t here will be no flying display , but 
there will be a sealed-time (between L p . m. arld 
3 p .m.) al':,:'ival compeUtion with a 20 gn. ?hilco 
l'acno as IJr'ize; lGO other prizes, it is stated , 
\iili ue uistributed in connection with the conve ntion; 
they include a complete ai::::crui't - a new Au~ter. l<'ulJ 
details a:ce ob~ainable f'i.'ora the ...... 13. A. C. at 
Londorllierry HOllse, Par!: Lane, London, 11.1. 
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Without comment 

Accordin8 to Walter Ho:cten, the dis
advanta e; s of soaring at present are still the 
high expense and the waste o f time" 1'his i s 
the result of handling diffic ulties of the 
sailjJlane on the gro urul , anu the ne cess ity fo r 
assis tance in order to t ake off and tu reach a 
us~ful altitude., It is not the price of th~J 

sailplane anu its maintenance which r enders 
soa r ing so very expensive; but all the 
addi tional costs of flying and of the movement 
on the ground result in the fact that 3 taken 
per hour of flying, soaring is far more 
expensive than p O-'ifer flight with light 
aeroplanes . 

'l'he average cost of soaring in Germany 
(taken over one year) per hour of flight was 
authentically found to amount to five times 
the cost of an hour's flying with a 100 h.p. 
light aeroplane. This explains (not counting 
the waste of time), why so 1.1any people sil;lply 
cannot afforu. to soar and have to satisfy 
the:llselves with occasional flying on chartered 
light aeroplanes. 

Gerli1an views on auxiliary powered sailplanes. 
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